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VV.1-2! God is all-powerful. One of his many names and titles is El
Shaddai (The all-mighty God). This is first mentioned in Genesis
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There are two repeated truths throughout the Bible. God is
unlimited and loving and perfect; while men are weak and selfish and
self-defeating. We will never stop sinning until the day we die.

One definition of sin are the things we do to turn away from God.
The Bible is written to bring together God and men; who are
traveling in opposite directions. The issue is never that we have

gone too far into sin. God is omnipotent: which means there are no

limitations to his power to save. God’s hand is not shorter or weaker
than distance that separates us by our wrongdoing. God is
omniscient; which means that God is also fully aware of all thoughts
and fears within our innermost being. He is not in the dark about our
desires or our predicaments. How many times have we thought:

‘Now I've really done it?’ That little voice is not God. The only

issue is this: Are we Willing to receive what God is offering?

Thou know my sitting down and mine uprising. thou understand my
houghts far away. Thou compass my path and my lving down. and

art acquainted with all myv wavs. For there is not a word in m

tongue. bu LORD. thou Know 1t altogether. Thou hast beset me
ehind and before. and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is
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The comment about God's face being hidden from us is just a way of
saying that in truth, we have turned around; and we are looking in
the opposite direction from God. God does not run away or hide
himself from us when we sin. The path of life and death is always
before us. We only become a lost cause when we refuse to look to
God’s face for direction healing. God also gives all men increasing
pain as we go further away from him as he desires that none perish.
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VV.3-18 For reconciliation to begin Between men and God we must
become committed to intellectual honesty. Men's logic takes them
from bad to worse. Before the flood men were incredibly depraved
and living in violence. After the flood there was a difference
between those who followed God and those who dismissed all
direction. Job recorded men in ancient days living like animals
without names. These countryside homeless people were so
degraded and worthless that their value was less than a sheepdog to

Job. QUL)

put with the dogs of my flock. "lndeec', what good was the strength I\P‘@U
F thel Vigor had perished from them. “From want J P

and famine thev are gaunt Who gnaw the dry ground by ni

0
food is the root of the broom shrub. “"They are driven from the

community: They shout against them as ggainst a thief. So that they

dwell in dreadful vallevs. In holes of the earth and of the

rocks. “"Among the bushes thev cry out: Under the nettles they are
gathered together. “"Fools. even those without a name. They were
scourged from the land. (job 30:1-8

Men do not like to make u-turns. John the Baptist called the entire
region down to the riverside to confess their sins. We have to be
honest about who God is; and what we are. We cannot know who we
are until we know how clearlv that our ways are ]ust for our own
pleasure and survival. We do not trust God because down deep we
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know that we are untrustworthy. All men project their own image

upon God.

———————

That is why we must constantly set the truth before us. The Bible is
called a sword because it is penetrating and painful to come to terms
with our own nature. God’s word is ogly comforting to us when we
stop resisting the truth. God is making a revelation in this chapter

—

about mankind. OQOur actions towards each other demonstrate how we

handle the small amount of power that we have. Do we understand
God's mercy on us to a degree that we are willing to share the tiny
bit of mercy that we are able to share with others?

“When you have finished
third vear. the vear of tithing. then yvou shall give i

the stranger. 1o the Orphan and 1o the widow. that they may eat in
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How ridiculous is it that way down inside we want to be like God:
and yet the miniscule power we have is used to step all over each
other instead of healing each other? The Garden of Eden was a
setting where man had the maximum power allocation in the absence
of curses. Our capacity to ignore grace and become fixated on our
own way was revealed. Man needs an imperfect and fallen world to
become saved. We need to learn that we cannot save ourselves or
improve our lot in life. The road of hard knocks is the difficulty of
receiving truth. All of the subsequent setbacks for mankind are only
medicine for healing. It takes a tested and humbled man to come to
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terms with the truth that we are men under authority. We absolutely
have a responsibility to care for our neighbor.
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How can we believe that we are in communion with God, while we
inflict damage on precious souls who God loves?
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God does not run away when we sin. We do. It is our sin that
separates us from God. Our sin blinds us and numbs us.

Have mercy upon me. O God. according to thy lovi nu—i;i::ressi

according unto the mulutude of thy tender mercies blot out my

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity. and ¢

me from myv sin. For ] acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin

s ever before me. Against thee. Thee onlv. have | sinned. and done

this evil in thy sight: that thou might be justified when you speak. and

be clear when thou judge. Behold. ] was shaped in iniquity: an

did my mother conceive me. Bcho'd thou desire truth in the inward

parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know

wisdom. ?urge me with hyssop. i 11 ] ‘
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It seems that some of us are tested differently than others. Some }N v/
are raised in homes of abuse. Some have little exposure to the
gospel. Many are raised in homes and neighborhoods of pervasive
fornication and drug abuse and unemployment. How can that child
be expected to grow up with the same potential to be saved as a
Brady Bunch kid? There is a blessing in knowing that there is pain
in being away from God. It is actually more dangerous to falsely- A
believe that we are moral enough. b

There is a natural tendency in all men to break away from their
family and make their own way in this world.
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There are sins of commission and sins of omission. The sins we
commit are according to our lusts. The sins of what we omit are
from our lack of love for others.
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Sin leads to more and worse sin. Sin leads to increasing pain.
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Evil leads to more evil. Good leads to more good. We are heading

“back into prophetic times where there are more public spectacles of

good and evil seen as larger—than life icons. We are getting whittled
down to a church of true believers. The coming sacrifices to remain
true will separate us from this world. Hard times and persecution
are great faith builders. -
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VV.19-21 God is health and life and truth and peace. He is only thing
that can keep mankind from destroying himself. For that to happen
God needs to clean house and start over from time to time. The
trash just gets piled too high. One day Jesus will return to this earth
to restore the planet and its inhabitants. That healthy picture
includes having God’s Spirit and heart within us. We have to have
one mind with God to make it.
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