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Genesis 42 

Read Genesis 42: We cannot control worldwide events, or even local events.  One 

thing that we are given power over is our decisions in each scenario.  God sets up 

the backdrop; and we make a series of choices based on our priorities. 

 

 

God gives gifts as abilities to men according to his plans. We may have a central 

theme in our lives; like Joseph.  Joseph’s dream about his family bowing down to 

him has come true.   
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His family is unknowingly bowing down to him as the new Governor of Egypt.  

Joseph’s abilities to manage other people’s affairs well are once again being used 

for the benefit of others. God used Joseph to save the children of Israel (and the 

whole world) from famine.   

Like King David, God’s training for a high office can be lengthy and brutal.  You 

have to really become that sold out servant.    

God used the famine to drive his people away from a land increasingly succumbing 

to Canaanite idolatry for 400 years.  Idolatry would have ruined the children of 

Israel.  God knew that he would have to cleanse this contagion of sin one day. 

13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is 

not theirs, [r]where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 14 But I will also 

judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with [s]many 

possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old 

age. 16 Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not 

yet complete.” (Genesis 15) 

Joseph had a chance to be mean to his brothers, as they had been to him.  He did 

show them a little bit about what it was like being put into prison.  Instead, he 

chooses grace.  He just wants to find a way to see his little brother, Benjamin. He 

also wants to see how contrite his brothers are about their sin (years ago) towards 

him.  Joseph also sees through these manipulations that his brothers have been 

carrying a burden of guilt for what they did to him.   

Jospeh is living out his potential according to God’s grand plan for himself and for 

the world.   

 

At the same time Jacob is living out the legacy.  Like Joseph, Jacob is a pretty 

capable guy.  He has a way of getting what he wants; but his life is characterized 

by unexpected set backs.  Jacob represents the average believer who diminishes his 

joy by letting his skills move past God’s plans.  Many plans look good on paper.  

You might even by the perfect person in a perfect setting.  Without waiting on 

God; you will always side step the blessing.  Jacob feels like the circumstances of 

his life have once again turned against him. He fears that Benjamin may be lost if 
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he goes to Egypt. That would be the loss of a second favorite son…plus now 

Simeon is in an Egyptian prison.  

9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years 

have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my 

fathers.” (Genesis 47:9) 

Joseph’s brothers thought that his interpreter was not sharing everything they were 

saying to each other. Obviously, Joseph could understand them.  Joseph learned the 

details that had been in the back of his mind.  Who sold him out and who tried to 

protect him? He overheard the infighting under pressure.  Reuben (the oldest) tried 

to take responsibility, and he wanted to protect him.  The brothers tricked Ruben as 

to what really happened to Joseph.  I assume that Ruben is learning the details in 

real time too.  Later, Ruben offers his own children as collateral for Benjamin. 

Ruben was not a bad guy.  He just had an eye for things that were his downfall.  As 

Joseph bound Simeon it should have seemed like the curse of exactly what they 

had done to Jospeh many years ago.  Was Simeon the worst instigator?  Why know 

that he was one of the most violent ones.    


