Joshua 6

Read Joshua 6:1-17: It is important to understand the immediate historical
context, as well as an application to modern life. The conquest of Canaan is
comparable to the aspects of our flesh that need to be conquered. We are well
within God's plan for our lives; but we can still be a bit stifled. Our personal
spiritual victories can only be accomplished by the power of God. Jericho, (AKA
the moon city) was not conquered with swords as much as it was God going before

his people. Perhapswe can even draw a comparison to Islamic strongholds in our
land.

As Joshua and the children of Israel approached Jericho the residents battened
down the hatches. Normally fortress populations were around 100 people per acre.
During sieges, that could increase to 200. The Canaanites living in Jericho locked
their gates, put their trained soldiers on alert, and waited with intense fear.

Why did God tell the Hebrews to take a lap around this 10-acre city’s walls once a
day for 7 days? The actual Israeli soldier count was 603,550. That would equate
to 13 men abreast surrounding the city.

Joshua saw Jesus as the Captain of God's army when he first got to town.
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Jericho, the first one

Why did God tell the priests carrying 7 trumpets to lead the ark of the covenant, in
front of the men of war? The word used here for trumpet is shofar, which is a
curved ram's horn. There are 3 ways to blow a shofar:

1. Tekiah-a long steady blast, communicating urgency, and a changing situation
and new leadership, or

2. Teruah-Short, 9 staccato noises as an alarm, or in the pattern of a cry

3. Shevarim-3 blasts, like a cry of a broken person



The long trumpet blast in this chapter communicated that God’s presence and
authority were upon that place. The shofar is a wordless communication with God.
It is not the same as speaking in tongues, but it does have some similarities.

26 Now in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know
what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with
lelgroanings too deep for words; ?” and He who searches the hearts knows what the

mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the [2/saints according to the will of
God. (Romans 8)

Are God’svoice and angel’s voices sometimes like a trumpet? Am I using the horn
to speak his language?

Iwas in the Spirit on the Lord s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the
sound of a trumpet, (Revelation 1)

God introduced his heavenly trumpets at Mount Sinai 40 years prior with nearly
deafening calls from heaven to earth. It communicated the seriousness of this
moment, when the true king was arriving. It communicates God’s authority and a
coming changes.

The word usage here for a long drawn out prolonged pitch is H4900 (masak):
There are also annual events that require shofar accompaniment and blowing:

1. Rosh Hashannah (Feast of Trumpets): commemorating a period of self
reflection and repentance preceding a time of God’s judgement, and
2. Yom Kippur: To signify the completing of atonement
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God travels with his people. They had been gone for 400 years from Canaan. He
cringed at how the Canaanites were living. Now he was coming home with his
people (in a sense).

For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil [Ydwell
with You. 5 The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; You hate all workers of
iniquity. 6 You shall destroy those who speak falsehood; The LORD abhors the
bloodthirsty and deceitful man. (Psalm 5)

What may have been happening was that God’s people were proclaiming that the
king is returning. It was communicating an urgency to wake up and get on the
right side of what is aboutto happen. After all, the ark is a representation of God's
presence on earth.

God said that there is only one person and her family who will be making the
transition to join God's people. Rahab the Gentile prostitute became the great
grandmother of King David and Jesus. Another way to look at the trumpets, was
that God was calling out to anyone who wanted to join God's people.

Read Joshua 6:18-27: Not only is becoming a believer the first step forward (of
many) towards life. Paul talked a lot about subsequent things and setbacks that can
effectively shipwreck our faith. We can get caught up in peripheral things or even
cursed things and ruin our testimony and even bring destruction upon ourselves
and our family. In this case, some of God's people took some souvenirs from the
victory spoils that were forbidden. It was time to fight, not to be weighed down
with distractions.

Joshua closes this chapter by placing a curse on whoever tries to rebuild Jericho.
Centuries later, Joshua’s words were fulfilled exactly when Hiel of Bethel rebuilt
Jericho during King Ahab’s reign, losing his children as the curse had predicted (1
Kings 16:34).




